
 

 

6TH GRADE 

 

Weeks of: 

APRIL 27TH & MAY 4TH 
WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

To Students, Parents and Guardians: 
 

Week 7 and 8 Packets will be mailed 
out the week of May 11th. 



 

 

5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Grades 

Your child should spend up to 90 minutes over the course of each day on this packet. 
Consider other family-friendly activities during the day such as: 

  
Create a 

cartoon image of 
your family.  

Look at your house 
and neighborhood 
on Google Maps.  

Do a random act of 
kindness for someone 

in your family.  

Take a long walk with 
someone in your family. 

Mindful 
Minute: Write a letter to 
your future self about  

what is going 
on right now. How 
are you feeling? 

Take pictures of 
your favorite 

people/things in 
your home. 

Tell someone why they 
are your favorite.  

 

Create a "one word 
story" with your family. 
One person starts the 

story with a single word 
and each person 

continues the story 
by adding one 

more word. 

Play charades 
with your family.  

*All activities are optional. Parents/Guardians please practice responsibility, safety, and supervision. 

 

For students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) who need additional support, 
Parents/Guardians can refer to the Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage, 

contact their child’s IEP manager, and/or speak to the special education provider when you are 
contacted by them.  Contact the IEP manager by emailing them directly or by contacting the school. 

The Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage can be accessed by clicking HERE or 
by navigating in a web browser to https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540 

 

WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
CONTINUOUS LEARNING HOTLINE AVAILABLE 

316-973-4443 
MARCH 30 – MAY 21, 2020 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM ONLY 

 
For Multilingual Education Services (MES) support, 

please call (316) 866-8000 (Spanish and Proprio) or (316) 866-8003 (Vietnamese). 

The Wichita Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
disability, age, veteran status or other legally protected classifications in its programs and activities. 



Week 5 and Week 6 

ELA 



MS ELA Grade 6 Week 5: April 27-May 1, 2020 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and Students, 

Wow! You have reached the half-way point of Continuous Learning! That is wonderful! 
As you work on the activities this week, you will continue to strengthen your argument 
writing. One of the best ways to do that is by your chosen wording; so completing the 
Word Choice for Style and Tone will be a big asset to improve your text. Another skill 
we have been working on this year is revision. Reread your draft to see how you might 
improve your sentences. Since this is an argument, a strong claim with effective and 
sufficient evidence to support your claim is very important!  

If you have any extra time, remember it’s always a great week to read a book of your 
choice! Enjoy learning! 

 

6th Grade Unit 5 Exploration 
Week 5: April 27 – May 1 

Daily Planning Guide/Checklist/Additional Support 
 
Monday, April 27 
_____ Continue writing argumentative rough draft (See pages 434-436) or 

Alternative:  
Use the Argumentative Writing Organizer attached to your week 4 packet and continue 
the argumentative writing rough draft. 
 Add sentences to each of the 3 supporting details you wrote last week to show 

why you chose these details to support your claim/argument on your week 4 
Writing Organizer.  

 
Tuesday, April 28 
_____ Continue writing argument rough draft (See pages 434-436) or 

Alternative:  
Use the Argumentative Writing Organizer attached to your week 4 packet continue the 
argument writing rough draft. 
 Add your conclusion to your Writing Organizer attached to your week 4 Writing 

Organizer.  
 
Wednesday, April 29 
_____ Read (or have read aloud) the Word Choice for Style and Tone page 437.   
_____ Consider the wording of your rough draft.  How you can make edits to make your writing 

formal? 
 Alternative: 

Week 5: April 27-May 1  
p. 437  
p. 438 

• Continue writing argument draft. 
• Word Choice for Style and Tone. 
• Revising: Evaluating Your Draft.  
• Research this topic online, if possible. 

Where/what would you like to explore? 



 If you used the Argumentative Writing Organizer during week 4, this can be your rough 
draft! 

 
 
Thursday, April 30 
_____ Complete the Revising: Evaluating Your Draft Activity page 438 or 
 Alternative: 

Begin revising the argument writing rough draft or Argumentative Writing Organizer 
attached to your week 4 packet. 

Paragraph Writing Checklist 
 Indent paragraphs 
 Capitalization/Spelling 
 Punctuation 
 Makes Sense/Logical Order 
 References Text/Story 
 Includes vocabulary words 
 Use whole words and not cell phone text language 
 Use transition words or phrases 
 Check to add formal language to your writing 

 

Friday, May 1 
_____ Research a topic online, if possible.  Where/what would you like to explore? 
 Alternative: 

 Interview someone (e.g. family; teacher when he/she calls; socially distanced 
friends, etc.) who has explored something.   

 Interview possibilities (You may use these questions or use some of your own.): 
What is the name of the person your interviewed and how do you know them? 
You may ask them: 
Where or what did you explore? 
What did you expect when you planned for this exploration? 
What happened that you did not expect? 
Did you face any challenges?  If so, how did you handle the challenges? 
What did you like best? 
What did you like least? 
Give me 5 adjectives (descriptors) to describe the place and/or your experience. 
 
 (Use your imagination to create a visual of this interview (e.g. one pager, 

picture/illustration, diorama, collage, MineCraft World, etc.) 
 
 Where or what would you like to explore and why? 

 

If you used the week 4 Writing Organizer for your Argumentative Writing, please keep it 
for your use to finalize your writing assignment over the next 3 weeks. 
 
Congratulation on all your hard work so far.  5 weeks done!  You rock!!! 
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LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

Word Choice for Style and Tone
In an argument, your writing style should be formal. Your tone, or 
attitude, should be serious. These two qualities help make your ideas 
believable, which strengthens your argument. To create and maintain 
the right style and tone, pay careful attention to your word choice 
throughout your essay.

Read It 

These sentences from the beginning, middle, and end of the Launch Text 
are both formal and serious. 

Passage 1 (beginning): To the west lay an entire continent, full of 
mystery and promise.

Passage 2 (middle): Vast stretches of the oceans are hidden under miles 
of water.

Passage 3 (end): The need to explore and extend the boundaries of 
knowledge remains vital and should continue.

Write It

As you draft your essay, avoid using slang, people’s first names, and 
contractions. In addition, apply the following strategies to choose words 
that create the formal style and serious tone you need:

• Choose accurate words. Informal or exaggerated expressions 
may be fun, but they may not say exactly what you mean. In an 
argument, avoid exaggeration. Choose accuracy over excitement.

Original Sentence: The number of tourists has gone through  
the roof.
Revised Sentence: The number of tourists has increased.

• Avoid absolute words. Words such as all, always, never, and only 
may lead to statements that are too broad. Replace them with words 
you can defend.

Original Sentence: Climbing Mount Everest is not as special 
because everyone has done it.
Revised Sentence: Climbing Mount Everest is not as special 
because many people have done it.

• Use reasonable words. Charged words can capture readers’ 
interest, but make sure you focus more on facts. Always avoid  
name-calling. 

Original Sentence: Exploring a cave without proper 
equipment is stupid.
Revised Sentence: Exploring a cave without proper 
equipment is risky.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What drives people to explore?

 STANDARDS
Writing 
• Write arguments to support claims 
with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

d. Establish and maintain a formal 
style.

Language 
Use knowledge of language and its 
conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening.

b. Maintain consistency in style 
and tone.

Performance Task: Write an Argument 437
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PERFORMANCE TASK: WRITING FOCUS

 WORD NETWORK

Include words from your 
Word Network in your 
narrative.

FOCUS AND ORGANIZATION EVIDENCE AND ELABORATION CONVENTIONS

 Introduces a clear claim.

 Provides a conclusion that follows 
from the argument.

 Establishes a logical organization 
and develops a clear progression.

 Provides clear reasons 
and strong evidence that 
supports them. 

 Uses words, phrases, and 
clauses that clarify the 
relationships among ideas.

 Establishes and maintains 
a formal style and serious 
tone.

 Observes the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar.

Revising
Evaluating Your Draft

Use the following checklist to evaluate the effectiveness of your first 
draft. Then, use your evaluation and the instruction on this page to guide 
your revision.

Revising for Focus and Organization

Show Connections Reread your argument. Revise your sentences to 
clarify the relationships between the claim you make and the evidence 
you provide. Use transition words such as because, in fact, or therefore to 
show the connections among ideas. 

Revising for Evidence and Elaboration 

Check Your Evidence Make sure that you have stated your ideas with 
authority and supported them with relevant evidence from the texts. Also 
consider how you have presented evidence. Make sure you have chosen 
the approach that gives readers information in the most effective way.

•	Summarize, or briefly restate ideas, to give readers information 
quickly.

•	Paraphrase, or restate ideas in your own words, when you wish to 
help readers understand a complicated idea.

•	Quote a writer’s or a speaker’s exact words when they are especially 
interesting or powerful.

Make sure to clearly introduce each piece of evidence you use. Explain 
why it is important and how it connects to your ideas. 

 STANDARDS
Writing
Write arguments to support claims 
with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize 
the reasons and evidence clearly.  
b. Support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence, 
using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of 
the topic or text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses 
to clarify the relationships among 
claim(s) and reasons.

438 UNIT	5	•	EXPLORATION



MS ELA Grade 6 Week 6: May 4-8, 2020 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and Students, 

This week provides the opportunity to continue to build strong evidence for your argument 
paragraph. Skim the stories to see which one will provide evidence to support your claim. 
Read that story in its entirety and complete the corresponding activities that will strengthen 
your literacy skills.  

Always remember that this is a great week to read a book of your choice! Enjoy learning! 

 

 

 
 

6th Grade Unit 5 Exploration 
Week 6: May 4 – 8 

Daily Planning Guide/Checklist/Additional Support 
 
Monday, May 4 
_____ Look through or browse the 4 stories provided on the following pages to select one: 
 pp. 445-450 – Mission Twinpossible (news article) 

pp. 452-461 – from Tales from the Odyssey (epic retelling) 
pp. 462-473 – To the Top of Everest (blog) 
pp. 476-482 – from Lewis & Clark (graphic novel) 

 _____ Read (or have read aloud) the story you chose. 
 
 
Tuesday, May 5 
_____ Complete the Comprehension Check for the story you chose. 
 Comprehension Check page numbers: 

pp. 447 – Mission Twinpossible 
pp. 457 – from Tales from the Odyssey 
pp. 470 – To the Top of Everest 
pp. 482 – from Lewis & Clark 

 
Wednesday, May 6 
_____ Choose and complete another activity for the story you read. 
 
Thursday, May 7 
_____ Choose and complete another activity for the story you read. 
 
 
Friday, May 8 
_____ Re-read (or have read aloud again) your chosen story to seek evidence for your final 

argumentative writing assignment.   
_____ Add evidence that can support your argument to your week 4 Writing Organizer. 
 

Week 6: May 4-8 pp. 445-450 
pp. 452-461 
pp. 462-473 
pp. 476-482 

• Select one story listed to read and 
complete corresponding activities. 

• Gather possible evidence to use in your 
final writing assignment. 
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SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

NOTES

BACKGROUND
So far, human participation in space exploration has been limited to 
missions close to Earth. Astronaut crews have been living and working 
in the International Space Station in Earth’s orbit since 2000. The 
farthest a person has gone is to the moon, but the next step may be 
landing on Mars, Earth’s nearest planet. 

When Scott Kelly calls home from the International Space 
Station (ISS) sometime this year, whoever answers the 

phone might simply hang up on him. The call will be welcome, 
but the connection can be bad. That can happen when you’re 
placing your call from 229 miles above the Earth. “When someone 
answers, I have to say, ‘It’s the space station! Don’t hang up!’” 
says Scott.

But his brother, Mark, knows the crackle of an extraterrestrial1 
signal in his ear. Mark is a former astronaut who has been to 
space four times. Mark is also known for being married to 
former congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, who was hurt in an 
assassination attempt in 2011.

Mark and Scott, 50, are identical twins. They have the same 
genetic makeup. Though they have served a combined seven 
missions, the brothers have never gone to space together.

1. extraterrestrial (ehks truh tuh REHS tree uhl) adj. not from Earth.

1

22

3

NEWS ARTICLE

Mission
Twinpossible

Mission Twinpossible 445
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NOTES
A Year in Space

In March,2 Scott will leave his family in Houston, Texas, for a 
one-year stay aboard the ISS. It will set a single-mission record 
for a US astronaut. Scott will share his marathon mission with 
Russian cosmonaut Mikhail Kornienko. A rotating cast of 13 other 
crew members will join them for shorter visits.

The US has long dreamed of sending astronauts to Mars. The 
biggest problem with reaching this goal is, simply, the human 
body. We are designed for Earth. In space, bones get brittle, 
eyeballs lose their shape, hearts beat less efficiently, and balance 
goes awry. “There’s quite a bit of data [on human health] for 
six months in orbit,” says space-station program manager Mike 
Suffredini. “Do things change at one year?”

NASA needs subjects to test the long-term effects of space. In 
a perfect experiment, every subject would have a control subject 
on Earth with the exact same genes. This would help scientists 
separate the changes that come from being in space from those 
that are a result of growing the same year older on Earth. In the 
Kelly brothers—and only the Kelly brothers—NASA has that 
two-person sample group.

Star Twins
Scott’s days on the ISS will be packed with science experiments, 

exercise, and monitoring and fixing the station’s systems. The 
station is stocked with movies and books, and the crew can surf 
the Internet.

On this flight, Scott and Kornienko will be very closely 
monitored with medical and psychological tests. Mark will 
undergo similar study on the ground. Scientists hope that 
comparing the data will shed light on the impact of spending a 
long time in space.

Scott’s upcoming mission may be equal parts science 
experiment, endurance test, and human drama. To the Kelly 
brothers, it is just the latest mile in a journey they’ve shared for 
half a century. ❧

2. March This article was written in 2015.

4

5

Make an inference or indicate 
another strategy you used that 
helped you determine meaning.

program manager (PROH 
gram man ih juhr) n.
MEANING: 6

sample group (SAM puhl 
groop) n.
MEANING:

7

8

9

endurance test (ehn DUR 
uhns tehst) n.
MEANING:

© 2015 Time Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted/Translated from TIME and published with permission of Time Inc. Reproduction 
in any manner in any language in whole or in part without written permission is prohibited. TIME and the TIME logo are 
registered trademarks of Time Inc. used under license.

446 UNIT 5 • ExploraTIoN
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Comprehension Check
Complete the following items after you finish your first read. Review and clarify 
details with your group.

1. According to the selection, what is the biggest problem with reaching the goal of 
sending astronauts to Mars?

2. What happens to the human body in space?

3. How long will Scott Kelly stay at the International Space Station?

4. What will Mark Kelly do while his brother is on the International Space Station?

5.   Notebook Write a summary of the news article.

RESEARCH
Research to Clarify Choose at least one unfamiliar detail from the text. Briefly research 
that detail. In what way does the information you learned shed light on an aspect of  
the article?

Research to Explore Choose something that interests you from the article, and 
formulate a research question.

Mission Twinpossible 447
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MAKING MEANING

Cite textual evidenCe 
to support your answers.

Add words related to 
exploration from the text to 
your Word Network.

 WORD NETWORK

 

GROUP DISCUSSION

If you disagree with a 
classmate, it is okay to voice 
your disagreement, as long 
as you do so respectfully. 
Wait for your classmate to 
finish speaking, and then 
politely explain why your 
opinion differs. Some of 
the best discussions emerge 
from differing opinions!

MISSION TWINPOSSIBLE

Close Read the Text
With your group, revisit sections of the text you marked 
during your first read. annotate details that you notice. 
What questions do you have? What can you conclude?

Analyze the Text
 notebook Complete the activities.

1. Review and Clarify Reread paragraph 6 of the article. Use a 
dictionary of scientific terms to determine the meaning of the term 
control subject. Why might having a control subject be important 
when conducting a science experiment? Discuss with your group.

2. Present and discuss Now, work with your group to share the 
passages from the text that you found especially important. Discuss 
what you noticed in the article, what questions you asked, and what 
conclusions you reached.

3. essential Question: What drives people to explore? What has 
this article taught you about why people are driven to explore?

Technical Vocabulary

program manager   sample group   endurance test

Why these Words? Many fields of study have specialized vocabularies. 
Although you may recognize some of the individual words, they combine 
to form technical terms that have specific meanings. Use a dictionary 
of scientific terms to determine the precise meaning of each of these 
technical terms. How does understanding each term’s precise meaning 
deepen your understanding of the text?

Word Study
latin Root: -dur- The word endurance is part of the technical 
vocabulary term endurance test. The Latin root -dur- in endurance means 
“hard,” “to hold out,” or “to last.”

Explain how the root -dur- contributes to the meaning of the technical 
vocabulary term endurance test. Then, find the definition of each of the 
following words, and explain how the root -dur- contributes to the its 
meaning: durable, duress, duration.

lANguAgE DEVElOpmENT

 STaNdardS
Language
•	Determine	or	clarify	the	meaning	
of	unknown	and	multiple-meaning	
words	and	phrases	based	on	
grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing	flexibly	from	a	range	of	
strategies.
b.	Use	common,	grade-
appropriate	Greek	or	Latin	
affixes	and	roots	as	clues	to	the	
meaning	of	a	word.
c.	Consult	reference	materials,	
both	print	and	digital,	to	find	
the	pronunciation	of	a	word	or	
determine	or	clarify	its	precise	
meaning	or	its	part	of speech.	

•	Acquire	and	use	accurately	
grade-appropriate	general	
academic	and	domain-specific	
words	and	phrases;	gather	
vocabulary	knowledge	when	
considering	a	word	or	phrase	
important	to	comprehension	or	
expression.

448 UNIT 5 • ExploraTIoN
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Analyze Craft and Structure
Central Idea: Make Inferences The central idea is the most important 
point in a text. Sometimes, the central idea is stated directly, but more 
often it is implied, or suggested. When a central idea is implied, the 
reader must make inferences to identify it. An inference is a logical 
conclusion that you develop about information that is not directly stated. 
To make inferences about a central idea, combine your prior knowledge, 
or what you already know, with the key details that the author provides. 
Remember that the details in a text are not equal. The key details are 
the ones that support or tell more about the central idea. Follow these 
guidelines to distinguish key details from unimportant ones:

•	Key details often reveal the topic or subject of the text.

•	Key details are sometimes repeated throughout the text in 
different ways or in different words.

•	Key details are related to other details in the text.

•	Together, key details support the central idea.

As you make inferences to determine the central idea of a text, ask yourself 
questions about the details the author included, such as Why did the 
author include this detail?, Does this detail help readers understand the 
central idea?, and How does this detail support the central idea?

essential question: What drives people to explore?

Practice
With your group, reread the paragraphs from the selection that are  
identified in the chart. Use the key details in each paragraph to make  
inferences about the central idea of the paragraph. Then, combine your  
inferences to infer the central idea of the news article as a whole.

PaRaGRaPH inFeRenCes aBout CentRal iDea

Paragraph 5

Paragraph 7

Paragraph 8

Central Idea of “Mission Twinpossible”:

CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.

 stanDaRDs
Reading Informational Text
•	Cite	textual	evidence	to	support	
analysis	of	what	the	text	says	
explicitly	as	well	as	inferences	
drawn	from	the	text.

•	Determine	a	central	idea	of	
a	text	and	how	it	is	conveyed	
through	particular	details;	
provide	a	summary	of	the	text	
distinct	from	personal	opinions	
or judgments.

•	Analyze	in	detail	how	a	key	
individual,	event,	or	idea	is	
introduced,	illustrated,	and	
elaborated	in	a	text.

•	Analyze	how	a	particular	
sentence,	paragraph,	chapter,	
or	section	fits	into	the	overall	
structure	of	a	text	and	contributes	
to	the	development	of	the	ideas.

Mission Twinpossible 449



MISSION TWINPOSSIBLE

©
 P

ea
rs

on
 E

du
ca

tio
n,

 In
c.

, o
r i

ts
 a

ffi
lia

te
s. 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.

Language deveLopment

Conventions
Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases A preposition relates a noun 
or a pronoun that follows it to another word in the sentence. In the 
sentence The book is on the table, the preposition on relates the noun 
table to another word in the sentence, book.

A prepositional phrase begins with a preposition and ends with 
a noun or pronoun—called the object of the preposition. In the 
prepositional phrase on the table, the preposition is on, and the object 
of the preposition is table. This chart shows a number of commonly used 
prepositions.

COMMONLY USED PREPOSITIONS

above

across

after

against

along

at

before

behind

below

beneath

between

by

down

during

for

from

in

into

near

of

on

onto

out

outside

over

through

to

toward

under

until

up

with

Read It
 Notebook In the selection, find a prepositional phrase that  

contains each of these prepositions. Then, determine the object of  
each preposition.

1. above 3. at 5. from

2. with 4. for 6. to

Write It
Write a short paragraph in which you explain whether you would like to 
go on a yearlong space mission. In your paragraph, correctly use at least 
three of the commonly used prepositions. Then, exchange paragraphs 
with a member of your group. Identify each prepositional phrase in your 
classmate’s paragraph.

 STaNDaRDS
Language
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking.

450 UNIT 5 • ExploraTIoN
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Research

Conduct Research As you conduct your research, keep in mind that 
your purpose is to explain a specific process. In order to create a clear 
explanation, identify the following:

•	 important steps

•	the order in which the steps should be completed

•	any materials required to complete the task—for example, exercise 
equipment 

Take care to include only essential information about staying fit in space 
or becoming an astronaut. Unnecessary information will distract readers 
and make the steps of the process you are explaining difficult to follow.

Organize Your Information A clear organizational format is an 
important part of any successful how-to essay. Make sure you explain 
and order the steps in the process clearly and precisely. Use transitional 
words, such as first, next, after, then, and finally, to keep the order clear. 
Use visuals, such as illustrations and diagrams, to help your readers 
understand information that might be complicated or confusing.

Cite Your Sources Include a works-cited list, also called a 
bibliography, at the end of your guide. This list should include 
bibliographic information for all the sources that you used to write 
your guide. Ask your teacher what citation style you should use when 
creating your list of sources. Failure to properly credit your sources can be 
considered plagiarism because you are using the ideas, words, or work 
of someone else as if it is your own. 

EffEctivE ExpREssion

 EviDEncE LoG

Before moving on to a 
new selection, go to your 
Evidence Log and record 
what you learned from 
“Mission Twinpossible.”

Assignment

Work with your group to write a how-to guide. Choose from the 
following options:

 Option 1: The article mentions the negative effects that the lack 
of gravity in space has on the human body. Conduct research 
to learn more about how astronauts minimize these negative 
effects while they are traveling in space. Write a how-to guide for 
keeping fit in space.

 Option 2: Astronauts must go through years of training and 
preparation before traveling to space. Conduct research to find 
out more about the training and preparation required to become 
an astronaut. Write a how-to guide for people who want to 
become astronauts.

 StandardS
Writing
•	Write	informative/explanatory	texts	
to	examine	a	topic	and	convey	ideas,	
concepts,	and	information	through	
the	selection,	organization,	and	
analysis	of	relevant	content.	
a.	Introduce	a	topic;	organize	
ideas,	concepts,	and	information,	
using	strategies	such	as	definition,	
classification,	comparison/
contrast,	and	cause/effect;	
include	formatting,	graphics,	and	
multimedia	when	useful	to	aiding	
comprehension.	
b.	Develop	the	topic	with	relevant	
facts,	definitions,	concrete	details,	
quotations,	or	other	information	
and examples.	
c.	Use	appropriate	transitions	to	
clarify	the	relationships	among	
ideas	and	concepts.	

•	Conduct	short	research	projects	
to	answer	a	question,	drawing	on	
several	sources	and	refocusing	the	
inquiry	when	appropriate.	

•	Gather	relevant	information	from	
multiple	print	and	digital	sources;	
assess	the	credibility	of	each	source;	
and	quote	or	paraphrase	the	data	
and	conclusions	of	others	while	
avoiding	plagiarism	and	providing	
basic	bibliographic	information	
for sources.	
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MAKING MEANING

from Tales From the Odyssey
Concept Vocabulary
As you perform your first read, you will encounter these words.

invaded   violent   offended   wrath

Context Clues If these words are unfamiliar to you, try using context 
clues—other words and phrases that appear in nearby text—to help you 
determine their meanings. There are various types of context clues that 
may help you as you read.

Synonyms: Tourism depends on visitors who participate in leisure 
and entertainment activities.

Contrast of Ideas: Once a sullen girl, Elena had grown into a 
bright, cheerful young woman.

Apply your knowledge of context clues and other vocabulary strategies to 
determine the meanings of unfamiliar words you encounter during your 
first read.

First Read FICTION
Apply these strategies as you conduct your first read. You will have an 
opportunity to complete a close read after your first read.

Comparing Texts
In this section, you will read and compare two 
works about adventure and challenges. First, you 
will complete the first-read and close-read activities 
for the excerpt from Tales From the Odyssey.

About the Author

Mary Pope Osborne  
(b. 1949) has lived an 
adventurous life. Her father 
was in the military, and 
her family moved seven 
times before Osborne was 
fifteen. As a young adult, 
she explored sixteen Asian 
countries with friends. 
Osborne began to write in 
her thirties. Today, she is 
best known for her series 
The Magic Tree House. 
“There is no career better 
suited to my eccentricities, 
strengths, and passions than 
that of a children’s book 
author,” Osborne says.

 STANDARDS
Reading Literature
By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.

Language
Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 
6 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase.

NOTICE whom the story is 
about, what happens, where 
and when it happens, and  
why those involved react as 
they do.

CONNECT ideas within 
the selection to what you 
already know and what you 
have already read.

ANNOTATE by marking 
vocabulary and key passages 
you want to revisit.

RESPOND by completing 
the Comprehension Check and 
by writing a brief summary of 
the selection. 

TO THE TOP OF EVERESTfrom TAlES FROm THE 
ODySSEy

452 UNIT 5 • EXPLORATION



©
 P

ea
rs

on
 E

du
ca

tio
n,

 In
c.

, o
r i

ts
 a

ffi
lia

te
s. 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.

SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

NOTES

BACKGROUND
In Tales From the Odyssey, Mary Pope Osborne adapts the famous 
Greek epic by Homer called the Odyssey. Homer’s prequel to the 
Odyssey was called the Iliad, which tells the story of the Trojan War, 
a ten year war between the Greeks and the people of Troy. In the 
Odyssey, Homer tells the story of Odysseus, a Greek king and war hero, 
and the long, dangerous journey he and his men make on their way 
home from the Trojan War. The excerpt from Osborne’s retelling starts at 
the beginning of the their ten year journey. 

The Odyssey Begins

Soon after the Greek ships left Troy, the skies began to blacken. 
Lightning zig-zagged above the foamy sea. Thunder shook 

the heavens. 
Mighty winds stirred the water. The waves grew higher and 

higher, until they were rolling over the bows of the ships.
“The gods are punishing us!” the Greek warriors shouted. “We 

shall all drown!”
As his men frantically fought the storm, Odysseus felt 

bewildered. Why was Zeus, god of the skies, hurling his 
thunderbolts at them?  Why was Poseidon, lord of the seas, 
sending great waves over the waters?

Odysseus turned to his men. “What has happened to anger the 
gods?” he shouted. “Tell me!”

1

2

3

4

5

EPIC RETELLING

Mary Pope Osborne

from

Tales 
 From the

Odyssey

from Tales From the Odyssey 453



©
 P

ea
rs

on
 E

du
ca

tio
n,

 In
c.

, o
r i

ts
 a

ffi
lia

te
s. 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.

NOTES
“Before we left Troy,1 Greek warriors invaded Athena’s2 

temple!” said one of his men. “They were violent and 
disrespectful.” 

Odysseus was stunned. The Greeks had offended the goddess 
who had helped them to victory!  And now her anger might 
drown them all.

The wind grew stronger. It whipped the sails of the Greek ships 
and slashed them to rags. “Lift your oars!” Odysseus shouted to 
his men. “Row! Row to shore!”

The Greeks struggled valiantly against the mighty wind and 
waves. Fighting for their lives, they finally rowed their battered 
ships to a strange shore. There they found shelter in a rocky cave. 

The storm raged for two more days and nights. Then, on the 
third day, a fair wind blew, the sun came out, and the wine-dark 
sea was calm at last. 

“Now we can continue on our way,” Odysseus said to his men. 
“Athena is no longer angry.”  In the rosy dawn, he ordered them 
to raise their tattered sails and set off again for Ithaca.3 

But, alas, the wrath of Athena had not been fully spent. Hardly 
had Odysseus reached the open sea than another gale began to 
blow. 

For many days, Odysseus and his men fought the wind and 
the waves, refusing to surrender to the storm. Finally, on the tenth 
day, there was sudden calm. 

Odysseus ordered his fleet to sail into the cove of a leafy green 
island. There he hoped to find food and drink for his hungry, 
weary men. 

The Greeks dropped anchor. Then they dragged themselves 
ashore. They drank cool, fresh water from a spring and collapsed 
onto the sand. 

As Odysseus rested, he ordered three of his men to explore the 
island and look for provisions. 

When the three had not returned by late afternoon, Odysseus 
grew angry. Why did they tarry? he wondered. 

Odysseus set out in search of the men. He moved through the 
brush and brambles, calling their names. 

He had not gone far when he came upon a group of peaceful 
islanders. They greeted him with warm, friendly smiles. And they 
offered him their food—lovely bright flowers. 

1. Troy site of the Trojan War in the Greek oral and literary tradition.
2. Athena’s In Greek mythology, Athena is the daughter of Zeus and the goddess of 

wisdom and victory in war.
3. Ithaca Greek island that is Odysseus’s home.

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

18

18

19

Mark context clues or indicate 
another strategy you used that 
helped you determine meaning.

invaded (ihn VAYD ihd) v.
MEANING:

violent (VY uh luhnt) adj.
MEANING:

offended (uh FEHND ihd) v. 
MEANING:

wrath (rath) n.
MEANING:
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Odysseus was famished. But just as he was about to eat the 
flowers, he caught sight of his missing men. The three were lying 
on the ground with dreamy smiles on their faces. 

Odysseus called each man by name, but none of them 
answered. They did not even look at him. 

“What have you done to them?” he asked the islanders.
“We have given them our flowers to eat,” an islander answered. 

“This is our greatest gift. The gods would be angry if we did not 
offer to feed our guests.”

“What sort of flowers are these?” Odysseus asked. 
“They come from the lotus tree,” the islander said. “They have 

the magical power of forgetfulness. They make a man forget  
the past.” 

“Forget his memories of home?” asked Odysseus. “And his 
memories of his family and friends?”

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

NOTES
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NOTES
The lotus-eaters only smiled. They again offered Odysseus 

their sweet, lovely flowers. But he roughly brushed them away. 
He pulled his three men to their feet and commanded them all to 
return to their ships at once. 

The men began to weep. They begged to be left behind so they 
could stay on the island and eat lotus flowers forever. 

Odysseus angrily herded the men back to the ships. As they 
drew near the shore, the three tried to escape. Odysseus called  
for help. 

“Tie their hands and feet!” he shouted to his crew. “Make haste! 
Before others eat the magic flowers and forget their homes, too!”

The three flailing men were hauled aboard and tied to rowing 
benches. Then Odysseus ordered the twelve ships to push off from 
shore. 

Once more, the Greeks set sail for Ithaca, sweeping the gray sea 
with their long oars. As they rowed past dark islands with jagged 
rocks and shadowy coves, Odysseus felt troubled and anxious. 
What other strange wonders lurked on these dark, unknown 
shores?

The Mysterious Shore
Soon the Greek ships came upon a hilly island, thick with trees. 
No humans seemed to live there. Hundreds of wild goats could be 
heard bleating from the island’s gloomy thickets. 

Odysseus ordered his men to drop anchor in the shelter of a 
mist-covered bay. By the time the Greeks had lowered their sails, 
night had fallen. The moon was hidden by clouds. In the pitch 
dark, the men lay down on the sandy shore and slept. 

When daylight came, the men woke to see woodland nymphs,4 
the daughters of Zeus, driving wild goats down from the hills. 
The hungry Greeks eagerly grabbed their bows and spears and 
slew more than a hundred goats. 

All day, the Greeks lingered on the island, feasting on roasted 
meat and drinking sweet wine. As the sun went down, they stared 
at a mysterious shore across the water. Smoke rose from fires 
on the side of a mountain. The murmur of deep voices and the 
bleating of sheep wafted through the twilight. 

Who lives there?  Who stokes those fires?  Odysseus wondered 
silently. Are they friendly or lawless men?

Darkness fell, and the Greeks slept once more on the sand. 
When he was wakened by the rosy dawn, Odysseus stared again 

4. woodland nymphs female spirits of the natural world and nurses to the Greek gods.

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38
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NOTES
at the mysterious shore in the distance. Though he was yearning 
to set sail for Ithaca, a strange curiosity had taken hold of him. 

Odysseus woke his men. “I must know who lives on that far 
shore,” he said. “With a single ship, I will lead an expedition to 
find out whether they are savages or civilized humans. Then we 
will continue our journey home.”

Odysseus chose his bravest men to go with him. They untied a 
ship from their fleet and pushed off from the island. 

Soon the Greeks were swinging their long oars into the calm 
face of the sea, rowing toward the mysterious shore. When they 
drew close, they dropped anchor beneath a tall, rocky cliff. 

Odysseus filled a goatskin with the best wine he had on board, 
made from the sweetest grapes. “This will be our gift to repay the 
hospitality of anyone who welcomes us into his home,” he said.

He ordered some of this men to remain with the ship, then led 
the rest up the side of the cliff. On a ledge high above the water, 
they discovered a large, shady clearing. On the other side of 
the clearing, creeping vines hung over the mouth of a cave. The 
Greeks pushed past the vines and stepped inside. 

The cave was filled with young goats and lambs. Pots of cheese 
and pails of goat’s milk were everywhere. But there was no sign of 
a shepherd. 

“Hurry!” said one of Odysseus’s men. “Let us grab provisions 
and leave!”

“Yes! We should drive the lambs down to our ship before their 
master returns!” said another. 

“No,” said Odysseus. “We will wait awhile. . . . I am curious to 
see who lives here.” 

The Greeks made a fire and gave an offering to the gods. Then 
they greedily took their fill of milk and cheese. Finally, in the late 
afternoon, they heard whistling and bleating. 

“Ah, the shepherd returns,” Odysseus said. “Let us step 
forward and meet this man.” 

But when they peered out of the cave, the Greeks gasped with 
horror—for the shepherd was no a man at all. He was a monster. ❧

39 

40

41
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Comprehension Check
Complete the following items after you finish your first read. Review and clarify 
details with your group.

1. At the beginning of the epic retelling, why are the gods punishing Odysseus and  
his men?

2. What do the islanders give Odysseus’ men at the first place they stop?

3. At the second place Odysseus and his men stop, what do they find in the cave?

4.   Notebook Confirm your understanding of the excerpt from Tales From the 
Odyssey by writing a brief summary.

RESEARCH
Research to Clarify Choose at least one unfamiliar detail from the text. Briefly 
research that detail. In what way does the information you learned shed light on an 
aspect of the retelling?

Research to Explore Choose something that interests you from the text, and 
formulate a research question that you might use to find out more about it. 

458 UNIT 5 • EXPLORATION



language development

©
 P

ea
rs

on
 E

du
ca

tio
n,

 In
c.

, o
r i

ts
 a

ffi
lia

te
s. 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.

Close Read the text
With your group, revisit sections of the text you marked 
during your first read. Annotate details that you notice. 
What questions do you have? What can you conclude?

analyze the text
Complete the activities.

1. Review and Clarify If events in a story are the opposite of what 
you expect, the effect is called situational irony. Reread paragraphs 
33–50 of the epic retelling. Why is the ending ironic? What effect does 
the situational irony have on you as a reader?

2. Present and Discuss Now, work with your group to share passages 
from the excerpt that you found especially interesting. Discuss 
what you noticed in the text, what questions you asked, and what 
conclusions you reached.

3. Essential Question: What drives people to explore? What has 
this retelling taught you about what drives people to explore? 

Concept vocabulary

invaded   violent   offended   wrath

Why These Words? The concept vocabulary words from the text are 
related. With your group, determine what the words have in common. 
How does the author’s word choice help develop the characters and 
settings in the myth?

Practice
 Notebook With your group, write a brief paragraph predicting 

what will happen to Odysseus and his men after they meet the monster 
mentioned at the end of the selection. Use all four concept vocabulary 
words in your paragraph. 

Word Study
Latin Root: -vad-  In the epic retelling, the gods are angry because the 
Greek warriors invaded Athena’s temple. The word invaded is formed from 
the Latin prefix in-, which means “in” or “into,” and the Latin root -vad-, 
which means “go.” Write a sentence or two in which you explain how 
knowing the meaning of the root -vad- helps you understand the meaning 
of invaded. Then, use a dictionary to find the definitions of the words 
evade and pervade. Discuss with your group how these words are related 
to the word invaded.

essential question: What drives people to explore?

CiTe TexTuAL eviDeNCe 
to support your answers.

Add words related to explo-
ration from the text to your 
Word Network.

 WoRd netWoRK

 standards
Reading Literature
Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of a 
specific word choice on meaning 
and tone.
Language
Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 6 
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate 
Greek or Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of a word.
c. Consult reference materials, 
both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation of a word or 
determine or clarify its precise 
meaning or its part of speech. 

from tales FroM tHe 
odYsseY
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MAKING MEANING

Analyze Craft and Structure
Universal Theme Stories of Odysseus have been around, in some 
form, for thousands of years. One reason they have lasted so long is 
that people still connect with their messages and with their portrayals of 
human nature. In other words, their themes are universal. A universal 
theme is a message or insight about life that is expressed in the literature 
and art of all cultures and time periods. Examples include the importance 
of courage, the power of love, and the danger of greed.

The ancient version of the Odyssey is an epic—a long poem about 
heroes. Even though the version you read was adapted for our times, the 
universal themes remain. To find universal themes in the epic retelling, 
focus on the main character, analyze the problems he faces, and notice 
how he responds or changes as a result.

Practice
 Notebook Work together to examine how this universal 

theme is expressed in the epic retelling: We are all tested by life’s 
challenges. Complete the activity and answer the questions.

1.  Use the chart to identify details from the text that show specific 
types of challenges Odysseus faces.

CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.

CHALLENGES FROM OTHERS CHALLENGES FROM HIMSELF

Which people and gods create 
problems for Odysseus? 

What feelings or thoughts does 
Odysseus struggle with?

2. (a) In what ways do the characters’ personalities make their 
problems worse? (b) In what ways do their personalities make 
them better?

3. (a) How does Odysseus overcome problems with others?  
(b) How does Odysseus overcome problems that arise from his 
own thoughts or feelings? Explain.

4. What might the ways in which Odysseus responds to problems 
suggest about how people can or should deal with challenges? 
Explain.

 STANDARDS
Reading Literature
• Determine a theme or central 
idea of a text and how it is 
conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of 
the text distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments.
• Analyze how a particular 
sentence. chapter, scene, or stanza 
fits into the overall structure of 
a text and contributes to the 
development of the theme, setting, 
or plot.
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Language deveLopment

Conventions
Participial and Gerund Phrases A participle is a verb form that acts 
as an adjective. The present participle of a verb ends in -ing: relaxing 
music. The past participle of a regular verb ends in -ed: a relaxed 
position. For irregular verbs, you must memorize the past participle form: 
broken promises.

A participial phrase combines a present or past participle with other 
words; the entire phrase acts as an adjective:

Relaxing on the patio, Jo fell asleep. (The participial phrase 
modifies Jo.)

The small ship, beaten by the winds, couldn’t manage to reach the 
shore. (The participial phrase modifies ship.)

A gerund is a verb form that also ends in -ing but is used as a noun: 
I like relaxing.

A gerund phrase combines a gerund with other words; the entire 
phrase acts as a noun:

Relaxing in your spare time is important. (The gerund phrase is the 
subject of the sentence.)

The sailors tried anchoring the ship. (The gerund phrase is the 
object of the verb tried.)

Read It
Identify and label all the participles, gerunds, participial phrases, and 
gerund phrases in each of these sentences from the excerpt from Tales 
From the Odyssey.

1.  Fighting for their lives, they finally rowed their battered ships to a 
strange shore.

2.  The murmur of deep voices and the bleating of sheep wafted through 
the twilight.

3.  The three flailing men were hauled aboard and tied to rowing 
benches.

Write It
 Notebook Think of a fictional adventure at sea that you could write 

as a story. Then, write the first paragraph of that story. Include at least 
one participial phrase and at least one gerund phrase.

 StandardS
Language
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking.

 EVIDENCE LOG

Before moving on to a 
new selection, go to your 
Evidence Log and record 
what you have learned 
from the excerpt from Tales 
from the Odyssey.
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MAKING MEANING

TO THE TOP OF EVERESTfrom TalES FROm THE 
OdySSEy

NOTICE the general ideas of 
the text. What is it about? 
Who is involved?

CONNECT ideas within 
the selection to what you 
already know and what you 
have already read.

ANNOTATE by marking 
vocabulary and key passages 
you want to revisit.

RESPOND by completing 
the Comprehension Check and 
by writing a brief summary of 
the selection. 

About the Author

In 2007, American 
Samantha Larson  
(b. 1988) became the 
youngest person to climb 
the “Seven Summits”—the 
highest mountains on each 
of the seven continents. 
Larson climbed her first, 
Mount Kilimanjaro in Africa, 
at the age of 12. She 
finished her quest when she 
successfully reached the top 
of Mount  Everest at age 18. 
Larson calls Everest “much 
harder, longer, and higher” 
than the other peaks. “It 
was one big challenge,” 
she recalls, but adds, “Deep 
down, I thought I would 
make it.”

To the Top of Everest
Concept Vocabulary
As you perform your first read, you will encounter these words.

expedition   trek   journeys   destination

Context Clues If these words are unfamiliar to you, try using context 
clues other words and phrases that appear in nearby text—to help you 
determine their meanings. There are various types of context clues that 
may help you as you read.

Definition: Cygnets, or young swans , tend to be larger than 
ducklings or chicks of the same age.

Elaborating Details: As the acrobat, performed the crowd cheered 
at every leap, flip, and somersault

Apply your knowledge of context clues and other vocabulary strategies to 
determine the meanings of unfamiliar words you encounter during your 
first read.

First Read NONFICTION
Apply these strategies as you conduct your first read. You will have an 
opportunity to complete a close read after your first read.

Comparing Texts
You will now complete the first-read and close-
read activities for “To the Top of Everest.” Then, 
you will compare the blog with the excerpt from 
Tales From the Odyssey.

 STaNdaRdS
Reading Informational Text
By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in 
the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.

Language
Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 6 
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.
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SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

NOTES

BACKGROUND
Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world, rising 
approximately 29,000 feet above sea level. It is part of the Asian 
mountain range called the Himalayas, and is located on the border 
between Nepal and Tibet. Tibetans refer to the mountain as 
Chomolunga, or “Mother Goddess of the Earth.” In 1953, Sir Edmund 
Hillary of New Zealand and Sherpa Tenzing Norgay of Nepal became 
the first people to reach Mount Everest’s summit. Sherpas are an ethnic 
group that is native to the highest regions in Nepal and are known for 
their abilities in mountaineering. Sherpas are still valued today for their 
key role in successful attempts to climb Mount Everest. 

Friday, March 30, 2007
Here we go  Kathmandu!
Today is the day! Our bags are (nearly) packed and we’re (just 
about) ready to go. I’ve got eleven hours to run around doing last 
minute errands before our plane takes off.

I arrived back in Long Beach from New York last Saturday, where 
I’ve been since our return from Cho Oyu. When I wasn’t training 
by running, swimming at the pool, taking dance classes, or rock 
climbing, I was taking oboe lessons, French, and photography 
classes. Hopefully I’ll be able to take some great pictures on this 
expedition!

It has been a very exciting week in all our general trip preparation 
mayhem, filled with lots of gear sorting and FedEx package 
arrivals. But now my dad and I are pretty much all set to go.

See you in Kathmandu!

1

2

3

4

Mark context clues or indicate 
another strategy you used that 
helped you determine meaning.

expedition (ehks puh DIHSH 
uhn) n.
MEANING:
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Monday, April 2, 2007
Kathmandu
After nearly 24 hours of travel we finally arrived in Kathmandu 
yesterday afternoon. Doug, my dad, and I met up with the rest of 
the team (Victor, James, and Wim) at our hotel in Kathmandu. We 
had a group meeting where we went over the route we are going 
to take to base camp, and then we picked up some odds and ends 
at one of the dozens of local climbing stores.

The team is flying to Lukla to begin the trek to base camp early 
tomorrow morning.

Wednesday, April 4, 2007
Namche Bazaar
Yesterday after a very scenic flight and a heart-stopping landing 
on a small airstrip perched on the side of a mountain, we arrived 
in Lukla to begin the trek to base camp. Lukla was filled with 
excitement as porters organized their loads and trekkers began 
their journeys. From Lukla, we hiked for about 4 hours through 
the beautiful Nepalese countryside, passing through several 
villages until we reached the village of Monjo, where we stayed 
the night in the Monjo Guesthouse. I think my dad and I got the 
big sleep that we needed to catch up on our jetlag; around 4 in the 
afternoon, we decided to take a “nap” that lasted until 7 the next 
morning!

Thursday, April 12, 2007
Base Camp
We made it to base camp yesterday afternoon. Today we are going 
to practice crossing the ladders over the Khumbu Icefall. We are 
well and safe.

En route here we visited Lama Gesa and he blessed our journey. It 
was an amazing experience!

I am going to try and connect my laptop and charge it with my 
solar charger—we will see if that works.

More to follow. . . .

Monday, April 16, 2007
Rest Day
Yesterday we got an early start for our first time through the 
icefall. We left around 6:30 in the morning, with the idea that we 
would turn around 11—we did not necessarily have a destination 
in mind, it was more for acclimatization1 and to get an idea of 

1. acclimatization (uh kly muh tuh ZAY shuhn) n. process of allowing the body to adjust to 
the climate, especially at high altitude.

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Mark context clues or indicate 
another strategy you used that 
helped you determine meaning.

trek (trehk) n.
MEANING:

journeys (JUR neez) n.
MEANING:

destination (dehs tuh NAY 
shuhn) n.
MEANING:
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NOTES
what the icefall was like. However, at 11 we were about half an 
hour from the top of the icefall, so we decided to just continue to 
the top.

It was quite fun climbing up the icefall. The ladders that we had to 
cross over crevasses2 were especially exciting. I was pretty tired by 
the time we got back to base camp, but today was a rest day (our 
first), so I’ve had plenty of time to recover.

Tomorrow we are going up to camp one to spend the night. Camp 
one is about an hour further than we went yesterday. The next day 
we will go up to tag camp two and then come back down to base 
camp.

Thursday, April 19, 2007
Puja
The day before yesterday we all made it up to camp one to spend 
the night. This time we were able to get through the Khumbu 
Icefall an hour quicker than the last. We had a pretty good night at 
camp one; my dad and I both had a bit of a headache at first, but 
we were both able to eat and sleep well.

Camp one is at the start of the Western Cwm.3 Yesterday, from 
camp one we continued up the Cwm to camp two. The Cwm 
is infamous for being very uncomfortably hot, but yesterday it 
was actually really nice. It was very beautiful, and we could see 
the summit of Everest, which we haven’t been able to see since 
before we got to base camp. After we tagged camp two we came 
all the way back down to base camp. It was a long day, and we 
all returned pretty tired. However, it was nice to be back in base 
camp, and after dinner we watched Mission Impossible III on Ben’s 
laptop (from the London Business School team). Unfortunately the 
power ran out about halfway through, but I have been asked to 
charge up my laptop so we can finish tonight.

Today was the Puja, which is a ceremony that the Sherpas 
organize. A Lama comes up and performs many chants to ask the 
mountain gods for permission to climb the mountain, and to ask 
for protection. I had my ice ax and my crampons4 blessed in the 
ceremony. As part of the ceremony, they also put out long lines of 
prayer flags coming out from the stupa where the ceremony was 
performed. Afterwards, they passed out lots of yummy treats.

2. crevasses (kruh VAS ihz) n. deep cracks in ice or a glacier.
3. Western Cwm  broad valley at the base of Mount Everest.
4. crampons (KRAM puhnz) n. metal plates with spikes that are attached  

to boots to provide greater traction.

13

14

15

16

17
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NOTES

While we were up at camp one, the shower tent was set up here at 
base camp. It’s just a little bucket of water with a hose attached to 
it, but definitely 15 minutes of heaven.

Saturday, April 28, 2007
Base Camp
We are back at base camp! We came down from camp two 
yesterday, and arrived just in time for lunch. We were delayed a 
bit in the morning because we were radioed from base camp that 
there was a break in the icefall, and we didn’t want to leave until 
we knew that the “ice doctors” had fixed up the route. As we 
came down, we found that the break was in a flat area known as 
the “football field” that we had previously designated as a “safe” 
area to take a little rest. And the whole shelf just collapsed!

Now that we have spent a night at camp three, we are done with 
the acclimatization process. We are going to take a few days for 
rest and recovery, and then we just wait for good weather to make 
a summit bid. We plan to go back down to Pengboche tomorrow 
so we can really get a good rest at lower altitude before our 
summit attempt. 

Here is what we have been up to these past few days:

18
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4/23/07
 Yesterday we all made it up to camp one for the night. We were 
joined by Tori from the London Business School team, because she 
wasn’t feeling 100% when her team went up the day before. 

Today we all came up to camp two. It was very hot coming up 
the Cwm this time, and we all had heavy packs because we had 
to bring up what we had left at camp one the last time we stayed 
there. It certainly made it a lot harder work!

4/24/07
Despite the fact that I caused us to get a later start than planned 
this morning (I had a particularly hard time getting out of my 
warm sleeping bag into the cold air) we accomplished our goal for 
the day. We went up the very first pitch of the Lhotse Face, and are 
now back at camp two for the evening.

4/26/07
Yesterday we went about halfway up the Lhotse Face to camp 
three to spend the night. This was a new record for my dad and 
me, as our highest night ever! Camp three is at about 23,500 feet, 
and our previous highest night was at camp two on Cho Oyu, at 
23,000 feet. We arrived at camp three around noon, and then had 
a lot of time to kill in our tents, as it wasn’t really safe to go more 
than five feet outside the tent without putting on crampons and 
clipping into the fixed ropes. Thankfully, I had not yet reached a 
hypoxic5 level where I couldn’t enjoy my book.

Coming up the Lhotse Face was a bit windy, and some parts were 
pretty icy. It gets fairly steep, so I was glad to have my ascender, 
which slides up the rope, but not back down, so you can use it as a 
handhold to pull yourself up.

Sunday, May 6, 2007
Back from Holiday
We’re back at base camp from our little holiday down the 
mountain.

Now that we are back in base camp, we are just waiting till we 
can go for our summit attempt. The ropes are not yet fixed to the 
summit. Once the ropes are fixed, we hope there will soon be a 
good weather window.

Friday, May 11, 2007
Base Camp
We’re still at base camp. Hopefully we’ll be able to go up soon 
though.

5. hypoxic (hy POK sihk) adj. having too little oxygen.
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NOTES
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NOTES
We’ve tried to hold on to our fitness these past few days by 
doing some sort of activity each day. We’ve been ice climbing in a 
really neat cave near base camp, and we’ve also been on hikes up 
Pumori to Pumori base camp, and then up to camp one. Pumori is 
a 7145-meter mountain near Everest.

Saturday, May 12, 2007
Still at Base Camp
It looks like we’re going to be able to go up soon for our summit 
attempt. Fingers crossed!

We’ve gotten our oxygen masks and tested them out. I was able to 
get my oxygen saturation back up to 100% this morning! After I 
turned off the oxygen, I only had a few seconds of being at pseudo 
sea level before it went back down, though.

We’re all getting a little restless hanging around base camp. 

Monday, May 14, 2007
Camp 2
We finally started our summit push yesterday, making our way 
from base camp to camp two. We don’t have Internet access 
up here, but we were able to relay this information to our 
correspondents in New York via satellite phone. We’re taking a 
rest day today, and plan to press on tomorrow. If all goes well, we 
should summit on the 17th.

Thursday, May 17, 2007
Summit!
We made it to the top! Now all we have to do is get back  
down . . .

Wednesday, May 23, 2007
Back Home!
We’ve been in a big rush getting back home, and I haven’t been 
able to update for a while, as I have not had Internet access. We 
woke up this morning at 16,000 feet in a village called Lobuche, 
and this evening my dad and I arrived back at sea level in Long 
Beach! The rest of the team are celebrating in Kathmandu—my 
dad and I skipped out on the celebration to make it back in time 
for my brother Ted’s college graduation in New York.

The day after we summited, we came down from the South Col 
(camp four) to camp two. I was very tired at that point, but glad 
that we had all made it back safely lower on the mountain. It was 
amazing how after being to almost 30,000 feet, 20,000-foot camp 
two felt like it was nearly at sea level!

The day after that, we came back down to base camp,  
where we received lots of warm hugs and congratulations.  
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NOTES

We only had one night back at base camp, as the next day (the 
20th), we packed up our bags and headed down the valley. Base 
camp had a strange, empty feeling—it was sad to leave my little 
tent that had been my home for the past 2 months! My dad, Doug, 
Wim, and I were hoping to get a helicopter out of Lobuche on the  
21st to save a little time, but Victor and James decided to walk 
down to the Lukla airstrip to fly out to Kathmandu on the 23rd. 
However, even though we awoke on the 21st to a beautiful, clear 
day in Lobuche, apparently there were clouds lower down the 
valley, so the helicopter couldn’t fly in until the 23rd either. It was 
kind of hard waiting those two days in Lobuche. We were just an 
hour away from a hot shower and a big meal, if only those clouds 
would clear!

Once the helicopter landed in Kathmandu, I was greeted by a mob 
of journalists and cameramen. I was so surprised! After nearly 20 
hours of travel, my dad and I landed at LAX6 and were greeted by 
my family, and some more news people. Now we only have a few 
hours before we jump back on a plane to go to New York! I am 
very excited to see my mom and brother though.

Thank you everyone for all of your wonderful comments and 
your support!!!  ❧

6. LAX n. Los Angeles International Airport. 
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Comprehension CheckComprehension Check
Complete the following items after you finish your first read. Review and clarify 
details with your group.

1. Who blessed Larson’s journey before she began? 

2. What is a Puja?

3. How high is camp three?

4. On what day did Larson reach the top of Mount Everest?

5.   Notebook Confirm your understanding of the blog posts by writing a brief 
summary. 

RESEARCH
Research to Clarify Choose at least one unfamiliar detail from the text. Briefly 
research that detail. In what way does the information you learned shed light on an 
aspect of the blog posts?

Research to Explore Choose something that interests you from the text, and 
formulate a research question that you might use to find out more about it.
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Cite textual evidenCe 
to support your answers.

Add words related to  
exploration from the text to 
your Word Network.

 WoRd netWoRK

 

GROUP DISCUSSION

In a group discussion, 
listening is just as important 
as speaking. When others 
are speaking, be sure to give 
them your full attention.

Close Read the text
With your group, revisit sections of the text you marked 
during your first read. annotate details that you notice. 
What questions do you have? What can you conclude?

analyze the text
Complete the activities.

1. Review and Clarify With your group, review paragraphs 35–41. 
Discuss with your group the reasons for the six-day gap between blog 
posts. Consider reasons Larson gives, and speculate about others.

2. Present and discuss Now, work with your group to share passages 
from the blog that you found especially important. Discuss what 
you noticed in the selection, what questions you asked, and what 
conclusions you reached.

3. essential Question: What drives people to explore? What 
has this blog taught you about what drives people to explore?

Concept vocabulary

expedition   trek   journeys   destination

Why these Words? The concept vocabulary words from the blog are 
related. With your group, determine what the words have in common. 
Add another word that fits the concept.

Practice
 notebook Confirm your understanding of the concept vocabulary 

words by using each one in a sentence. Include context clues that hint at 
each word’s meaning.

Word Study
latin Root: -ped- The Latin root -ped- in expedition means “foot.” Use 
this information to answer these questions.

1. Which of these words containing -ped- have a meaning connected to 
feet? Use a dictionary to check your answers.
a. pediatrician c. pedal
b. pedestal d. peddler

2. What other words related to “feet” are formed from the root -ped-? 
Use a dictionary to check your answers.

maKIng meanIng

 STandaRdS
Language
Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 6  
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.

b. Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word.
c. Consult reference materials, 
both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation of a word or 
determine or clarify its precise 
meaning or its part of speech.
d. Verify the preliminary 
determination of the meaning of 
a word or phrase.
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MAKING MEANING

TO THE TOP OF EVEREST

Analyze Craft and Structure
Central Idea A central idea is an important point that is supported by 
other details and examples in the text. Certain types of informal writing, 
such as blogs, friendly letters, or diary entries, are not necessarily written 
with one central idea in mind. Authors are simply writing about their 
daily life experiences. However, by grouping together particular details 
and determining what is repeated or emphasized, you can identify a 
central idea.

The blog entries you read offer numerous details about Samantha 
Larson’s trip to and ascent of Mount Everest. Some of the details revolve 
around preparation and training, others around the physical effort 
required to climb the world’s highest mountain, and still others about the 
emotions—from excitement to boredom—that Larson experiences during 
her trip. The central idea of this blog is an overarching statement that can 
tie together these diverse collections of details.

Practice
 Notebook Work together to complete the activity and answer 

the questions. 
1. Identify details from the blog entries that fit into the categories 

listed in the chart. Then, work together to state a central idea 
that ties these details together.

TYPES OF DETAILS EXAMPLES FROM BLOG

preparation and training

effort required to climb Everest

thoughts and feelings

Central Idea: 

2. (a) What were some of the difficulties that Larson experienced on 
her trip to and up Mount Everest? (b) Did these difficulties seem 
hard for her to overcome? Explain.

3. Which type of detail does Larson emphasize in her blog? Why do 
you think that is?

4. Do you think Larson possesses the qualities of an explorer? Why, 
or why not?

CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.

 STANDARDS
Reading Informational Text
• Determine a central idea of 
a text and how it is conveyed 
through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text 
distinct from personal opinions or 
judgments.
• Analyze in detail how a 
key individual, event, or idea 
is introduced, illustrated and 
elaborated in a text.
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Language deveLopment

Conventions
Subject Complements Writers use subject complements to provide 
more information about their subjects. A subject complement is a 
noun, a pronoun, or an adjective that appears after a linking verb, such 
as be, become, remain, look, seem, or feel.

There are two kinds of subject complements. A predicate nominative 
is a noun or pronoun that renames or identifies the subject. A predicate 
adjective is an adjective that describes the subject.

PREDICATE NOUN OR PRONOUN PREDICATE ADJECTIVE

I am she. That popcorn looks delicious.

Cindy will become a doctor. You have seemed cheery all week.

He remains a fool. My legs felt exhausted.

Read It
Identify the subject complement(s) in each of these sentences from “To 
the Top of Everest.” Label each one as a predicate noun or a predicate 
adjective.

1. We are well and safe. 

2. I was pretty tired by the time we got back to base camp, but today 

was a rest day. . . .

3. It has been a very exciting week. . . .

Write It 
Complete each sentence with a subject complement. Use either a 
predicate adjective or a predicate noun, as indicated in parentheses.

1. People who travel to remote regions are _________________. 

(predicate adjective)

2. Climbing the peak of Mount Everest could be a great 

__________________. (predicate noun)

 STANDARDS
Language
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking.
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eFFeCTIVe eXPreSSION

Writing to Compare
Both the excerpt from Mary Pope Osborne’s Tales From the Odyssey and 
Samantha Larson’s blog suggest that exploration and adventure offer 
both risks and rewards. Deepen your understanding of the two texts and 
the nature of exploration by comparing and writing about them.

Assignment

Write a comparison-and-contrast essay in which you discuss how 
these two selections present the risks and rewards of exploration and 
adventure. Consider the risks and dangers the Greek warriors face 
in the Odyssey. Explain the rewards they experience or expect. Also, 
discuss the risks and dangers Larson faces as she climbs Mount Everest. 
Consider the rewards she experiences or hopes to receive. At the end 
of your essay, express your opinion about which selection better shows 
the risks and rewards of exploration.

Planning and Prewriting
Analyze the Texts Work with your group to discuss the tale and blog 
entries. Identify specific events and details related to risk or danger. Then, 
identify other details or events related to rewards. Make sure to consider 
different types of risks and rewards. For example, risks might involve 
physical, emotional, or mental dangers. In the same way, rewards can 
be material—involving money or comfort, for example—or emotional. 
Capture your observations and notes in the chart. 

from TALES FROM THE 
ODYSSEY

TO THE TOP OF 
EVEREST

Risks and Dangers

Rewards

 Notebook Respond to these questions.

1. In the two selections, why are characters or people in risky situations? 
Was it their choice or was it their fate? 

2.  Do the reasons characters or people are in risky situations affect how 
their feelings and actions? Explain.

 STAnDARDS
Reading Literature
Compare and contrast texts in 
different forms or genres in terms 
of their approaches to similar 
themes and topics.
Writing
•	Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 

  b. Develop the topic with 
relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and 
examples. 

•	Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

 a. Apply grade 6 reading 
standards to literature.
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essential question: What drives people to explore?

Drafting
Write a Main Idea Write two or three sentences that sum up your 
ideas. State how the two selections show risks and rewards in ways that 
are the same and different. Use compare and contrast key words such as 
those underlined in the frames.

Sentence Frames: Both the excerpt from Tales From the Odyssey and 
Larson’s blog posts show _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

However, the stories from the Odyssey show ________________________

______________________________________________________________

In contrast, the blog entries ______________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Organize Ideas Consider using one of these two ways to organize  
your essay.

Use Transitions When you write a comparison-and-contrast essay, you 
will need to shift from one topic to another. Use transition words and 
phrases, such as the ones shown here, to make shifts in your ideas clear.

Comparison Contrast

and, also, additionally, likewise, in 
the same way, both, similarly

but, however, on the other hand, in 
a different way, in contrast, although

 EVIDENCE LOG

Before moving on to a 
new selection, go to your 
Evidence Log and record 
what you learned from 
“To the Top of Everest.”

 Block Organization

I. Tales From the Odyssey

A. risks characters face

B. reasons they face the risks

C. rewards they receive

II. To the Top of Everest

A. risks people face

B. reasons they face the risks

C. rewards they receive

 Point-by-Point Organization

I. Risks Characters/People Face

A. Tales From the Odyssey

B. To the Top of Everest

II. Risks

A. Tales from the Odyssey

B. To the Top of Everest

III. Rewards They Receive

A. Tales from the Odyssey

B. To the Top of Everest

Review, Revise, and Edit
Reread your draft, and ask yourself these questions:

• Have I used words that say exactly what I mean?

• Did I leave out any details that I want to include?

• Does the order of my ideas make sense?

Swap drafts with group members and give feedback on one another’s 
work. Discuss the changes your peers recommend and make the ones 
you feel are important. Fix any spelling or grammar errors you find.

 standards
Writing
•	Write	informative/explanatory	texts	
to	examine	a	topic	and	convey	ideas,	
concepts,	and	information	through	
the	selection,	organization,	and	
analysis	of	relevant	content.
a.	Introduce	a	topic;	organize	
ideas,	concepts,	and	information,	
using	strategies	such	as	definition,	
classification,	comparison/
contrast,	and	cause/effect;	
include	formatting,	graphics,	and	
multimedia	when	useful	to	aiding	
comprehension.
c.	Use	appropriate	transitions	to	
clarify	the	relationships	among	
ideas	and	concepts.
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from Lewis & Clark
Media Vocabulary
The following words or concepts will be useful to you as you analyze, 
discuss, and write about graphic novels.

penciler: artist who 
sketches the basic layout 
for each panel

•	A penciler shows the figures, expressions, 
objects, and backgrounds in each panel. 

•	 The amount of detail in the drawings varies 
from penciler to penciler.

inker: artist who goes over 
the penciled art in ink

•	An inker uses pen and brush with ink to create 
an image that will print well.

•	 The amount of detail left for the inker to fill in 
depends on how much detail was done by the 
penciler.

letterer: artist who letters 
the dialogue and captions

•	A letterer fills in the speech ballons and may 
also place them in the panel.

•	Different weights, shapes, and sizes of letters 
can convey different emotions and meanings.

First Review MEDIA: GRAPHIC NOVEL
Apply these strategies as you conduct your first review. You will have an 
opportunity to complete a close review after your first review.

About the Author

Nick Bertozzi (b.1970) was 
introduced to comics by his 
father before he could read. 
As an adult, he developed 
his own mini-comic while 
working in the marketing 
department at DC Comics. 
Besides being an illustrator 
and an author of graphic 
novels, Bertozzi is also a 
computer programmer 
and an educator who has 
taught his craft at several 
prestigious art schools.

MAKING MEANING

LOOK at each image and 
determine whom or what it 
portrays.

CONNECT details in the 
images to other media you’ve 
experienced, texts you’ve read, 
or images you’ve seen.

NOTE elements in each image 
that you find interesting and 
want to revisit.

  RESPOND by completing 
the Comprehension Check.

 StandardS
Reading Literature
By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.
Language
Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or 
expression.
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MEDIA | GRAPHIC NOVEL

SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

BACKGROUND
The Lewis and Clark expedition (1804–1806) was a major exploration 
of the northwestern United States that allowed the government to 
later claim the area. The band of explorers and their co-leaders, Captain 
Meriwether Lewis and Lieutenant William Clark, were known as the 
Corps of Discovery. 
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2

3

6

8

7

4 5
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9
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11 12 13

14
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Making Meaning

 WORD NETWORK

Add words related to 
exploration from the text to 
your Word Network.

MEDia VOcabulaRy

Use these words as you 
discuss and write about 
the graphic novel. 

penciler
inker
letterer

Cite textual evidenCe 
to support your answers.

Comprehension Check
Complete the following items after you finish your first review. Review and 
clarify details with your group.

1. What are the men building?

2. Why doesn’t Captain Lewis help with the construction of the building?

3. Who or what are the Clatsop?

4. Why does Ordway say, “It’s no wonder you’re all such a scrawny bunch”? 

close Review
Revisit the graphic novel and your first-review notes. Write 
down any new observations that seem important. What 
questions do you have? What can you conclude? 

analyze the Media
Complete the activities. 

1. Present and discuss Choose the section of the graphic novel you 
found most interesting or powerful. Discuss what you noticed, what 
questions you asked, and what conclusions you reached.

2. Review and Synthesize With your group, review the illustrations in 
the selection. How do the illustrations add to your understanding of 
what it was like to be a member of the Lewis and Clark expedition? 
What do they tell you that the words do not?

3. essential Question: What drives people to explore? What has this 
graphic novel taught you about exploration? Discuss with your group. 
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Week 5 and Week 6 

MATH



Review Topic: Evaluating Algebraic Expressions (6.EE.1-3) 

Evaluating Numerical Expressions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluating Algebraic Expressions 

 

 

 

 

Evaluate each Algebraic Expression for the given values.  

1. 6x – 3      for x = -4, -1 and 2 
 
 
 
 

2. 18 – 4x     for x = -2, 0, 4 

3. 2x – 4x     for x = -4, 3, 5 4. x² + 3     for x = -3, 0, 7 

 

 

 

Remember:  

Exponents 

4³ = 4•4•4 

NOT 

4 • 3 



Combining Like Terms to Simplify Expressions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Combine like terms to simplify the algebraic expression. 

  
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Generating Equivalent Expressions 

 

 

 

 

Use the distributive property to re-write each expression. Then, if possible, combine like terms 

to simplify the expression.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Like terms are two or more terms that have the same variable raised to the same power. 

In the expression 3 + 4x² - 2y + 2x² + 3y + 5 the like terms are marked with the same shape 3 + 4x² - 2y + 2x² + 3y + 5 

When terms are alike, we can combine them to simplify an expression. Let’s combine the like terms inside of our shapes.  

 

Once we have reached this point, there are no 

more like terms to combine, which means we have 

successfully simplified the expression! 

The distributive property helps us generate equivalent (equal) expressions by allowing us to 

multiple every term inside a set of parenthesis, by the term directly in front of the set of 

parenthesis. Here are a couple examples.  

 
12x + 8 



 

 

 

 

 

For each question, use factoring to write an equivalent expression.  

A.  
 
 
 
 

B.  C.  

D.  
 
 
 
 

E. 18 + 27x F.  

Writing Expressions from Words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Translate each word-phase into an expression 

A. The product of nine and six, minus an 
unknown. 
 

B. Four less than three times a number 
 

C. Seven more than the quotient of a number 
and four. 
 

D. The difference between a value and nine, 
minus thirteen  

 

We can also write equivalent expressions using factoring. Where the distributive property has us multiply IN to the 

parenthesis, factoring allows us to pull values OUT and create the need for parentheses.  

Ways to say... 

Addition 
Sum 
Add 
More Than 
Plus 
Gain 
Increase 
Total 

Subtraction 
Difference 
Subtract 
Less Than 
Minus 
Loss 
Decrease 
Take Away 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Variable 
A number 
A value 
An amount 
Unknown 
 

Multiplication 
Times 
Multiply 
Product 
Per 
Of 
 

Division 
Quotient 
Divide 
Into 
Split  

 

Sometimes we are given a word-phrase and need 

to translate the words into an expression!  



Applying What We Know 

Use what we have covered regarding expressions to solve each word-problem. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

3. 



Supports for Diverse Learners 
6th Grade Math 

Week 5 
Standard: 6.EE.1-3 

Topic: 

 Algebraic Expressions 

Supports: 

 Notes 

General Accommodations: 

 Read aloud all text 

 Use a calculator 

 Reduce the number of problems to complete if they are the same 

type 

 

Evaluating Numerical Expressions Notes: 

PEMDAS 

Parenthesis 

 If there are 2 sets of ( ), work from left to right 

 Or, if one set of ( ) is inside of the other one (example is 

problem d) do the one on the inside first 

Exponents 

Multiplication or Division 

 Do whatever comes first, working from left to right 

Addition or Subtraction 

 Do whatever comes first, working from left to right 

 

Evaluating Algebraic Expressions Notes: 

 It is recommended that you make a table to organize your work. 

Use the one below to help you. 

x Expression 
 

Answer 

   

   

   

 Put the information from the problem into the table. Follow my 

sample for problem 1. 

 Put ( ) around all the variables, or letters 

x Expression 
6(x) - 3 

Answer 

-4   

-1   

2   

 Take out the letter and replace it with the value for the x 

 Use a calculator or PEMDAS to solve, and write the answer  

x Expression 
6(x) - 3 

Answer 

-4 6 (-4) – 3  (put this into the calculator just as it is) 
-24 – 3  (or use PEMDAS and it will look like this) 

-27 

-1 6 (-1) – 3 
-6 - 3 

-9 

2 6 (2) – 3 
12 - 3 

9 



Supports for Diverse Learners 
6th Grade Math 

Week 5 
Combining Like Terms to Simplify Expressions Notes: 

 Put a grouping symbol around each term. Remember that the + or – 

sign goes with the term that follows it. The first term is always + if it 

doesn’t have a sign. Follow my sample for problem b. 

o B. 

 

 Find the like terms and combine them. If the term has the same 

letter, they are the same. If the term doesn’t have a letter, it can’t 

be combined to those that do have letters. If a letter has an 

exponent, it can only be combined to others that have the same 

letter and exponent. 

o B. 

 

o + 3½y + 4y equals 7½y 

 

o + 2 + 1¼ equals 3¼  

 

 When writing the final answer, it is written in abc order with terms 

that don’t have variables at the end. 

o B.  7 ½ y + 3 ¼  

Generating Equivalent Expressions Notes: 

 Watch this video to learn about the distributive property. 

 Watch this video to learn about factoring. 

o The Greatest Common Factor for each problem is below: 

 A. GCF = 5 

 B. GCF = 4 

 C. GCF = 2 

 D. GCF = 25 

 F. GCF = 4 

Writing Expressions from Words Notes: 

 If you see the word “than”, you need to flip that part of the phrase 

to the end of the expression 

o Four less than three times a number 

3n - 4 

 If you see the word “of”, you need to put ( ) around that part of the 

phrase 

o The product of nine and six, minus an unknown 

(9 x 6) – x 

 You can use any letter to indicate a variable, but l, o, t aren’t 

recommended because they tend to look like numbers or math 

symbols. 

Applying What We Know Notes: 

 Alternate directions: Use the given variables to solve the expression. 

o 1. m – ( 2a + 3b + c )  for m = 9, a = 0.80, b = 1.30, c = 2.50 

o 2. V = 1/3Bh  for B = 100, h = 5 

o 3. Skip 

+ 3½y + 2 + 4y + 1¼  

+ 3½y + 2 + 4y + 1¼  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFVzAntlVTw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kf67Dv7ygK0


Review Topic: Equations and Inequalities (6.EE.4-7, 6.NS.7a-b) 

  

 

Solving Equations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solve each equation for the missing value.  

 
 
 

   

  
 

 
 

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stretch Your Thinking 

 

 

 

1) An online ticket broker charges a flat fee of $6.50 for each set of tickets sold.  

a) To sit in Section C, the ticket broker charges $36.00 per ticket, write an equation to represent the total 

cost of sitting in Section C.  

 

  

 

Hint: 

When 

given the 

equation, 

we can 

substitute 

what we 

are told in 

the 

problem 

back into 

the 

equation. 

Then, 

solve the 

equation 

to find the 

missing 

value.  

Equation      P = 4s  

Given       Sides = 12 m 

Substitute        P = 4(12) 

Solve       P = 28 m (Perimeter) 



2) A shipping company charges a flat rate fee of $3.00, plus $1.50 per pound the package weighs. 

       a) Write an equation to show the cost of shipping a package.  

 

b) Martin is shipping a package that weighs 5 pounds. Use the equation to determine the total cost to 

ship the package.  

 

c) Andrew’s total cost to ship a package was $9.00. Use your equation to determine how much the 

package weighed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review: An inequality is any mathematical sentence that has an inequality symbol. The solution set of an 

inequality is all values the make the inequality statement true.  

         < Less Than          > Greater Than           ≤ Less Than or Equal To •         ≥ Greater Than or Equal To • 

         



Writing Inequalities 

 

 

 

 

Stretch Your Thinking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

c. 

d. 

c. 

d. 



Supports for Diverse Learners 
6th Grade Math 

Week 6 

 

Standard: 6.EE.4-7 and 6.NS.7a-b 

Topic: 

 Equations and Inequalities 

Supports: 

 Notes 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Step by step directions 

 Modified Directions 

General Accommodations: 

 Read aloud all text 

 Use a calculator 

 Reduce the number of problems to complete if they are the same 

type 

 

Using Substitution to Identify Solutions to Equations Notes: 

 It is recommended that you make a table to organize your work. 

Use the one below to help you. 

values 
for 

variable 

Expression / Equation 
 

Answer 

   

   

   

 Put the information from the problem into the table. Follow my 

sample for problem 1. 

 Put ( ) around all the variables, or letters 

values 
for 

variable 

Expression / Equation 
(a) + 0 = 13 

Answer 

4   

9   

13   

21   

25   

 Take out the letter and replace it with the value for the variable 

 Use a calculator or mental math to solve, and write the answer  

values 
for 

variable 

Expression / Equation 
(a) + 0 = 13 

Answer 

4 (4) + 0  (put this into the calculator just as it is) 4 

9 (9) + 0 9 

13 (13) + 0 13 

21 (21) + 0 21 

25 (25) + 0 25 

 As you can see, the 13 is correct because it gave us the same answer 

as given in the equation a + 0 = 13 

 In problems 4-5, the answers on both sides of the = sign need to be 

the same. 



Supports for Diverse Learners 
6th Grade Math 

Week 6 

 

Solving Equations Notes: 

 Step 1: Draw a line down the = sign to separate the two sides of the 

equation. 

 w + 19 = 47 

 

 Step 2: Find the variable/letter. You will ALWAYS start on the side 

with the letter. 

 w + 19 = 47 

 

 Step 3: Ask yourself, “What kind of math is happening here?” 

o Is it addition, subtraction, multiplication or division? 

 w + 19 = 47 This is showing addition. 

 

 Step 4: Ask yourself, “What is the inverse/opposite operation?” 

o addition and subtraction are opposites 

o multiplication and division are opposites 

 w + 19 = 47 The opposite adding is subtracting. 

 

 Step 5: Do the opposite operation. 

 w + 19 = 47 

 - 19 You can see, this will make the answer 

0, leaving the letter by itself. 

 Step 6: What you do to one side of the = sign, you will do to the 

other side. 

 w + 19 = 47 

     - 19  -19 47 – 19 is 28 

 Step 7: Write the solution. 

 w = 28 

 

Using Literal Equations to Solve Problems Modified Directions: 

 Solve the problems below using the same method shown in the 

previous example. 

o 2.  28 = 4s 

 

o 3.  A = 15(9) 

 

o 4.  36 = 9h 

 

o 5.  C = 86 – 32 

1.8 

 

o 6.  25 = 7 + 7 + c 

 

Stretch Your Thinking Modified Directions: 

 Solve the following equations. Remember to follow PEMDAS (refer 

to week 5 packet for help with this). 

o 1.  c = 6.50 + 36(3) 

o 2.  c = 3 + 1.50(5) 

o 2c.  9 = 1.50(w) + 3 This is a 2 step equation. First,  

subtract 3, then divide by 1.50. 

 

Inequality Notes: 

 Watch this video on inequalities. 

 Numbers 2, 3, and 5 are written backwards, so flip them around: 

o 2.  x < -5 

o 3.  x < 3½ 

o 5.  x > 1.8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8g6uJmFoFOw


Week 5 and Week 6 

MATH PLUS



Review Topic: Independent and Dependent Variables (6.EE.8a-c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For each situation, identify the independent and dependent quantity and write an equation to represent the 

relationship.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex: Identify the independent and dependent quantity and 

write an equation to represent the relationship.  

 

A lawn care service charges $50 for each acre they mow. 

Think, “What part of the situation is free to change (be 

independent)?” – The number of acres mowed. “What part of 

the situation will change based on that number (is 

dependent)? – The total cost. 

 

Number of Acres = Dep. Quantity, Total Cost = Ind. Quantity 

 

                                          Equation:  y = 50x 

Analyzing Graphs 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graphing from a Table of Values 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hint: Use the labels 

from the table to help 

set-up your graph. The 

first column represents 

the x-values and will 

tell us what to label 

the x-axis. The second 

column represents the 

y-values and will tell us 

what to label to y-axis. 

.  

X                    Y 

Y 

X 



Let’s Put It All Together! 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Review Topic: Signed Numbers and Absolute Value (6.NS.5-6, 6b-c, 7b-d) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. List the where points A - H are located on the number line below.  

 

 



Absolute Value 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 5 

Remember: All that absolute value is 

telling us is how far away the number 

is from 0 on a number line. If I was 

finding  -9  , I just need to count how 

far from zero -9 is: 9 places. So, -9 = 9 

Stretch Your Thinking! 



Review Topic: Working on the Coordinate Plane (6.G.3, 6.Ns.6b-c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For each point listed, determine which quadrant the point would be plotted in.  

a.  b.  c.  

d.  e.  f.  

g.  h.  i.  

j.  k.  l.  

Fill in the table: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder: to plot ordered pairs on 

a coordinate plane, read the 

ordered pair as (x, y). The values 

will tell you where to plot the point 

on the plane.  

 

(-5, 3) 

Use the graph to answer the following questions. 

 

a. Identify the ordered pair for each point: 
Point A ___________ Point B ___________Point C ___________ 
Point D ___________ Point E ___________ Point F ___________ 
 
b. Plot and label Point G on the graph at (2, -4) 
c. Plot and label Point H on the graph at (-6, 8) 
d. Plot and label Point I on the graph at (2, 4) 
e. Plot and label Point J on the graph at (-8, -2) 
 

(4, -2) 
(X , Y) 

Right 4              Down 2 

(4,-2) 

Quadrant 2                    Quadrant 4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Plot the following points on the coordinate plane. 

A(-3, 4), B(4, 4), C(-3, -2), and D(4, -2) 

a. Connect the four points. What shape do the points 

form? 

 

 

b. Count and label the lengths of each side of your 

figure. 

c. What is the perimeter of the figure?  Area? 

Plot the following points on the coordinate plane. 

C(-5, 2) J(-5, -5) and G(3, 2) 

 
a. Connect the points. What shape do the points 

form? 
 
 

b. What is the height and width of the shape? 
 

Plot the following points on the coordinate plane. 

B(-4, -3) and N(2, 2) 

 
c. Reflect both points across the x-axis. What are the 

vertices for the two new points? 
 
 

d. Connect all four points. What shape is formed? 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Julianna is planting a rectangular-shaped garden in her 

backyard.  

a) Where are the three points currently located? 

 

b) In order for the garden to be a rectangle, where would 

the fourth point, Point C, need to be located? Plot it on the 

coordinate plane and list its location in the space below. 

 

c) The values on the coordinate plane are using feet as 

their measurement. Determine the length of each side of 

the garden in feet. 

 

d) Julianna purchased 45 feet of fencing to go around the 

outside of the garden. Did Julianna purchase enough 

fencing? Explain.  

 

M B 

G 

Jorge is constructing a square picture frame. He has 

plotted two of the corners on the coordinate plane.   

a) Where are the two points currently located? 

 

b) In order for the frame to be a square, where would the 

third point, Point A, and the fourth point, Point C, need to 

be located? Plot them on the coordinate plane and list 

their location in the space below. 

 

c) The values on the coordinate plane are using inches as 

their measurement. Determine the length of each side of 

the frame in inches. 

 

d) Jorge purchased 10 inches of wood to use to make the 

frame. Did Jorge purchase enough wood? Explain.  

 

C 

D 



Stretch Your Thinking! This problem reviews previous material, as well as graphing!  
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